X3s                          STORM  OVER THE  LAND
circumstance in comparison.* The Philadelphia Press correspondent, who had
also been at Bui Run, saw it as the same kind of a rout, except that fewer
men were engaged and before their flight they fought with a valour not seen
at the first panic of the war. It started like a thunderbolt, how or why the
correspondent could not see, * We found ourselves swallowed up in a hissing,
seething, bubbling whirlpool of agitated men ... and if we hoped to live
we must ride with die rest of them. Our line of battle had given way.*
At Pleasant HiH General A. J. Smith, who had trained under Grant and
Sherman in the Vicksburg campaign, commanded troops who threw back
the enemy with heavy punishment. An Ohio soldier wrote borne that General
Banks remarked, "General Smith, you have saved my army', and General
Smith busted out, *By God! I know it, sir.9 When told that Banks would
SOOE have reinforcements. General Smith flashed, 'The fellow has more men
now than he knows how to use'. No other Western military operation
brought such disgust over the commander as did the Red River expedition.
Far up the river was the navy, Admiral Porter's fleet of boats he figured
worth $2,000,000, stranded in rapids and shallow water, unable to move
down-river. The officers prepared in their minds to hand over the fleet to
Confederate armies due to arrive soon. Then a young Wisconsin engineer,
Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph Bailey, worked out a scheme of dams, cribs, and
chutes, built in record time by thousands of soldiers cutting down trees and
toiling to iheir armpits in running water. The job began on April 3Oth and
was finished May 8th, They raised the river-water level seven feet. The
fleet moved down-river and was saved. Young Bailey, at first laughed at as
cmck-brainedt was a hero.
Banks'c&lled his generals for a council of war. The council voted to retreat.
At Alexandria General David Hunter arrived with dispatches ordering Banks
to end the expedition. These orders were countermanded in fresh dispatches
from Halleck. Grant sent peremptory orders that 10,000 troops loaned by
Sherman be seat back May ist, A crop of quarrels sprang up among the
generals,
_ Charges arose that, after all, the collapsed and inglorious Red River
expedition was not so much to win Texas and threaten the French imperial-
ists in Mexico, nor to widen die area, of reconstruction across Louisiana, nor
faddentally to clear the South-west of anned Confederate forces. The main
objective, these charges implied, was capture of immense supplies of cotton
to be sold by die Union Government to relieve the textile-mill famine and
to put nuBiom of dollars into the United States Treasury.
*HMS aavy did manage to gather in some cotton which the Government
at St. Louis, bat the available bulk of it went out of sight when the
CodSbdente Genera! Kirby Smith first became sure that the army and navy